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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome to term 3.
Pirate Ship
Thanks to Brenton Poole and Josh Suchenko for
completing the upgrade of the Pirate Ship. The ship
looks amazing and the students have loved playing on
it.
Pre-Service Teachers
This term we have welcomed Brooke Kelly (yr5/6) and
Rhoda Conway (yr 3/4) as pre-service teachers to our
school. They will be with us until the end of week 5
and the students have enjoyed getting to know them
and learning from their activities.
Knockout Cup
Congratulations to the boys football team for
defeating Angaston and Maitland Lutheran PS. This
means the team is into the Grand Final, which will be
played later this term. Well done to the girls netball
team for trying hard in both of their knockout games.
The team lost both of their games, but showed great
effort throughout the day.
SAPSASA Basketball
Last Friday, we sent 3 teams to compete in the
Riverland
SAPSASA
Basketball
Carnival.
Congratulations to the division 1 boys team for going
undefeated and winning the competition. The girls
competed in division 2 and won 2 of their games. The
div 2 boys team had a great time learning how to
play. Well done to Logan Bowers for receiving the
‘Good Sport Award’. Thanks to Karen Owens, James
Yandell, Brooke Kelly and the parents that supported
the students.
ICAS
The International Competitions and Assessments for
Schools (ICAS) is an independent, skills-based
assessment program. ICAS recognises and rewards
student achievement in areas of English and Maths.
This year, students that have demonstrated
consistently high achievement will be given the
opportunity to complete the ICAS. A note has been
sent to students that have been selected to
participate in the test.

Respect

Honesty

Newsletter Issue: 10 week 2 term 3 Date: 5th August 2022

Book Week Dress Up Day
On Tuesday 23 August we are celebrating Book Week with a
dress up day. Students can come to school dressed as their
favourite book character.
Water Warriors Showcase Day
On Tuesday, 15 students participated in the Makers Empire –
Water Warriors Showcase Day. I was impressed with our
students innovative designs and the way they discussed their
final presentations. Last term, students in the year 3-6 classes
engaged in real world problem solving with SA Water, and
used the 3D Printer to create their prototypes. Thanks to Mr
Pearce and Mrs Smart for supporting the students in this
program.
Riverland Youth Theatre (RYT)
This term, every Friday, we are fortunate to have Fleur
Kilpatrick from RYT running performance arts workshops with
all our classes. The students have enjoyed the drama activities
so far, and are looking forward to learning more about
performing.
2023 Planning
We are beginning to plan for 2023. If you know of any families
moving to the area or interested in enrolling at our school,
please let us know and encourage them to book a school tour.
Student Free Day
We will be having a Student Free Day on Friday 23rd
September.
Staff will be participating in professional learning on units of
work.
Kind Regards,
David Ness
Principal

Diary Dates
Tues 16th August

Governing Council mtgs

Week 5

Book Week & SSO Week

Tuesday 23rd August

Book Week Dress up Day
R-2 Library visit

Wednesday 24th August

Choir Rehearsal and
Performance day

Monday 29th August

Year 6 High School visit

Tuesday 30th August

Patch Theatre R-2
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Wellbeing Corner
REMINDER
Mindful Monday sessions
@ lunchtimes in Miss Dunne’s room

BOOK WEEK

“Dress up as your
favourite book character”
Primary School Staff and students are celebrating
“Book Week”

on Tuesday August 23
We will start the day with a Dress up Parade
at 9am in the school hall.

Uniform Orders
Start thinking about the warmer
weather now!
We will be placing a uniform order
towards the end of the term. A
reminder, if you wish to place an
order for the poly sports royal/gold
cool fabric polo's, we do not keep
these in stock.

The dress up theme for the day is
“Dress up as your favourite book character”

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
Scholastic book club orders due back
next Wednesday August 10
The countdown is on to finish the Premiers
Readers challenge, with just over a month to go!
All forms need to be handed to Mrs Gillespie by
Friday 9th September. Happy Reading!

Premier’s Be Active
Challenge 2022
Thank you to the students that handed up their
PBAC forms.
These have now been entered. We are pleased to
say that we had 88 students participate and hand
in their forms this year which is awesome! Medals
are expected arrive sometime next term.

Governing Council
Meetings
Please note the next
Finance & Governing School Council
meetings will be held on

TUESDAY 16th August 6:30 & 7pm
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Kids like to get their way.
But there is something every child wants more: someone who loves you, no matter what.
Someone who doesn’t yell when you make mistakes. Who is calm and patient, even when you are mad or whining.
Someone who controls their own emotions so they can listen and empathise, even when you’re wrong, even when
you were so upset you were rude, even when you hit your sister. Someone who holds a vision of you as your best
self, even when you can’t find that self.
Imagine growing up with that parent. That’s what every child’s wants. Of course, nobody can be that parent 24/7,
because we are human. No one is perfect, and parents have lots of reasons to lose it on a regular basis.
What we CAN do is make a commitment to increase our ratio of good to bad parenting moments, and keep working
at it, day after day. When we mess up-which we all do-we can pick ourselves up and try again. Luckily, each step in
the right direction makes a big difference.
But if you are wishing you could be that parent more often, or if your feeling stuck in a negative cycle maybe it’s
time to give YOURSELF more support. Most of use feel guilty when we lose it. We ricochet between losing our
temper and being permissive. We keep resolving to “do better “. But being hard on yourself does not make you a
better parent. Even resolving to be more patient doesn’t necessarily help. What we need is more support, the kind
of support that helps us to stay calm and regulate our own emotions.
If you have a plant that's wilting, you don’t yell at it to straighten up and grow right. You figure out what it needs to
thrive: More water? More sunshine? More room to grow? This applies to your child, of course . But it also applies to
you. We all need support to be our best selves.
So instead of “beating yourself up “, take a moment right now and consider what one thing you could do today to
support yourself to be the parent you want to be.
1. Maybe you need more sleep.
2. Maybe you need to take a “ vow of Yellibacy” and let your kids give you a star for each day you don’t yell.
3. Maybe you need to slow down a bit and do less, so you aren’t stressed, and you can enjoy your child more.
4. Maybe you need to read a parenting book or take a course to inspire you, teach you skills, and keep you on track.
5. Maybe you need to join a group or online forum where you can talk to other parents and get support.
6. Maybe you need to shower yourself with more love and compassion. You can only be emotionally generous to
your child if you are emotionally generous to yourself.
Any of these ideas (or others you may think of) will take work on your part. But life is short, and you deserve it. And
your child deserves it. These days with your child may feel long, but childhood is short. Every day your child is
creating memories. He’s shaping his brain. She’s laying the foundation for the relationships she’ll choose for the rest
of her life.
You don’t have to change all at once. The most lasting changes come one step at a time, from creating new habits.
For today, why not make a clear intervention to give yourself the support you need. Write down the first step you’ll
take to give yourself more support.
Then just do it. Take that first step today.
Until then,
Brenton
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Brooke Kelly
Hello Cobdogla families,
My name is Brooke Burlik-Kelly, and I am a Flinders
University student completing my teaching placement
with the Year 5/6’s.
A little bit about me,
I live in Berri with my parents Amy and Shaun, my brother
Jed and sister Amahli, and I completed all my schooling in
Loxton.
I love all things hockey and I play in and coach teams at
Berri Hockey Club, I have also played in multiple state
hockey teams. I play basketball for Loxton, and I go for
the Loxton Tigers in football.
When I am not at University I work as an SSO at the
Riverland Special School which I absolutely love.
I am extremely passionate about education and giving
children the opportunity to learn in a way that best suits
them. My parents are both teachers (the apple doesn’t
fall far from the tree) so I have always wanted to be a
Special Education teacher since I can remember.
I am very excited to get to know all the students here
and to learn new techniques that will assist me to develop
my skills and understandings around education.

Rhoda Conway
Dear Cobby community,
My name is Rhoda Conway, and I am visiting Cobdogla
Primary School for my teaching placement. I am
currently in my third year of my Primary teaching
degree at Flinders University. I will be here for a total
of 4 weeks, primarily working with the year 3 class.
A little information about me: I decided to study
teaching as a mature age student having worked in a
number of other fields including banking and The Public
Service. I have three children who are all in their
twenties, so it seemed the right time to pursue my
passion of working with children. While studying I also
work as a Student Support Officer at a school in
Adelaide.
I am passionate about social justice and teaching
environmental awareness, and love Maths and
Sciences. In my free time I love gardening and being
creative through mosaics, singing and painting.
Please say hello if you see me about! I’d love to meet
you.
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Ellie Ambaras
Hi, I’m Ellie and I am currently working 1 day a week as
a part of my SSO traineeship role, as well as studying
year 12. My passion for working with children
started 2 years ago when I did year 10 work
experience. From there, I began studying a
Certificate III in Educational Support which led me to
completing my placements at Cobdogla Primary
School and finding myself a Traineeship role. I am
enjoying working with a student in the Reception
class and creating fun activities for the year 1-3’s
to enjoy during lunchtime which allows them to
effectively communicate. In my spare time I love
drawing digital prints for friends, paddle boarding
and writing as it’s my way of relaxation. On
Saturday’s you’ll see me playing netball for Berri and
being social with family and friends. I’m really
enjoying my role at Cobby Primary.

Is your child eligible to start
Barmera Kindergarten in 2023?
Recent changes to the Preschool Enrolment Policy means from 2023
there will be two intakes per year, Term 1 and Term 3.
If your child was born on or before 30th April 2018 they are eligible to start Term 1 2023.
If your child was born between 1st May and 30th October they are eligible to start Term 3 2023.
Please register your interest now by enrolling at Barmera Kindergarten to start in 2023. You can
do this via the registration of interest form on the Department’s website
www.education.sa.gov.au/preschool-enrolment or contact the Kindergarten on 8588 2210.
Barmera Kindergarten will be sending first round offers for Term 1 2023 early August. Families
should submit the registration of interest form by Friday 30 September 2022 for a Term 3 start.
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Berri Barmera Council Recycling Challenge

WINNER!
Recently our year 5/6 class participated in the Berri Barmera
Council Community Recycling Plastic Free July Challenge. The
Council invited students from local schools to build and
create a piece of artwork to highlight the amount recycling
material we have with the most creative entry receiving a
donation towards their school. There were some amazing
creations made by our class members and we had a winner
from our school! Congratulations to Riley who won the year
5/6 category creating an octopus out of recycled materials.

Makers Empire

Following several week of extensive training
in Makers Empire, our students attended the
recent showcase held at Berri Primary School.
Fifteen students showcased their water saving
devices, judges were complementary in which
the way in which our students spoke about
their inventions.
Mr Pearce
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Pirate Ship
Ahoy me hearties, we have Pirate Ship at school! Our former mound and tunnel has recently been
transformed into a pirate ship. There has been so much excitement for the students watching the progress
which started last term. Thank you to Brenton and Josh for your amazing work! The students are really
enjoying playing on the area.

Kids’ Voice 2022
Knockout Football
On Monday most of the boys in the 5/6 class and two boys in the 4/5 class combined with a couple
from Barmera PS and one from KOM in the Knockout Footy at Angaston. We played 2 games and
won both of them. We beat both teams by a fair amount. The team work and the sportsmanship
was amazing. Thanks to Mr Ness for coaching us, the parents that supported us there. Thank you
also to James who was the goal umpire. We are now we are in the grand final to be played later in
the term.
- Riley

Knockout Netball
Wow, I couldn't believe that most of the girls got into the
knockout netball team! On Monday, we travelled to the
Angaston netball and football venue to play 2 games. The
boys were also playing at the same venue. When we got
there, we did a quick warm up by running up and down
the court and doing high knees and some passing. After
that Mrs Gillespie who was coaching us, gave us our
positions for the first game. Even though we didn’t win
any games we still had so much fun. We have never
played together before but we definitely had the best
day together and learnt so much! After we finished
playing netball, we got to go to McDonalds before driving
back home. Thank you to Mrs Gillespie for coaching us
and all of the parents that drove the netballers to
Angaston and supporting us.
- Lexi

Kids’ Voice 2022
Reward Day
It was an exciting day on Tuesday, on the last week of school, because our
school had our term 2 reward day. For reward day, we went to the Monash
Playground for the day. Everyone seemed like they were having a lot of fun,
playing with friends and enjoying themselves. Most students travelled by bus
and some travelled by car to get to the Monash Playground. For lunch, there
were healthy salad rolls with either chicken or ham. Everyone was allowed to
have a juice box for lunch as well. Some of the most popular parts of
equipment were the maze, the swing with the stairs and the towers. After we
all had lunch we all had about another hours play before retuning to school.
Every student had an awesome day!
Thank you to all the staff for giving us this opportunity to travel to the
Monash Playground and participate in reward day.
-Noah

Open Classes
Last term in week 9 on Thursday, the school had open
classes for parents and carers to come in and see what
their children have been doing throughout the year.
Students had the opportunity to share some of their
work and also show their parents around the school.
We are very proud of the students as they were
responsible and respectful to our visitors.
-Zoe D

Jokes Corner
What do you call a sleeping
bull?
A bulldozer!
Unscramble these words!
oschlo
werdars ayd
ermt
hckcin uggnet
olihadys
easulgl

COBDOGLA PLAYGROUP

Friday Mornings
9am - 11am
Cobdogla Primary School

All children 0-5 are welcome to attend






Playgroup is FREE
Activities planned to nurture curiosity, enhance creativity,
create social connections, early learning development in literacy
and numeracy, music and movement and so much more!
Please bring a hat, water bottle and a piece of fruit
A welcoming environment for Parents/Carers to connect
tea and coffee facilities

For more information please contact
the school on 8588 7131
Outdoor Toys
Indoor toys
Puzzles & Bocks
Craft & more

Cubby House
Mud Kitchen
Blackboard
Echo Phones

Cobdogla Playgroup

PLAY · EXPLORE · LEARN
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